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Focuses

The department’s effort on language arts and reading strategies paid off.

In terms of language arts, we have been promoting poetry performance and drama. In
particular, students have done really well in the 65" Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival. The
Speech Gala 2014 was successfully held with Dr Verner Bickley as the chief adjudicator. The
Drama Fiesta was arranged better than last years with a better variety of acts.

In terms of teaching reading, all levels have developed their own Reading Strategies Training
Booklets. The skills have been clearly indicated and explicitly taught. The concept of reading
strategies learning is well received by the teaching team and students have shown great
learning progress in this area. In addition, the first Reading Championship was held as a trial.

It was a good start.

Team Performance

As last year, the English team demonstrated nothing short of professional collaboration,
creativity, passion, and talent throughout the year to nurture the boys in English Language
learning. Teachers were proactive in suggesting ways to improve the quality of teaching and
learning every now and then. Co-planning and co-teaching were done smoothly and
effectively. Good rapport among colleagues was obvious. There was always great
communication and understanding between the English Panel group and the rest of the

English teaching staff.

Staff Professional Development

It is a pity that no whole-team development sessions could be arranged due to time
constraints. However, most of the team members have been undergoing teaching-related
training in different forms, such as online learning, PGDE, Master’s degree, Doctoral degree,

workshop, and self-study.

Achievement Highlights
® Record breaking 24 solo winners in Speech Festivals with victory in both Junior and
Senior Choral Speaking. 2" place in dramatic scene.
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6 awards from Drama Festival 2013-2014.

Speech Gala 2014 was a success.

Drama Fiesta 2014 was a great success.

Reading Strategies Training Booklets were fully developed in all levels.

Reading Championship was created and had its first run.

A Reading Bundle for P.5 and one for P.6 were created. Well received.

Looking Ahead

In addition to the activities and schemes we have done this school year, the department
should try something new next year.

More categories should be explored in the Speech Festival, for example, thematic speaking;
more categories can be tried in the Speech Gala, for example, duologue to replace
prose-reading.

An English Fiesta, which is a night variety show, can be held to replace the Drama Fiesta. The
show may involve performances like verse speaking, public speaking, mini dramas, full scale
drama, duologue, choral speaking, singing, presentation etc.

An e-platform can be developed for certain levels as a trial programme which will provide

more opportunities for the boys to be exposed to English.
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BEFAF 1
Summary Version of MILES End-of-year Awards Trip to UK

Pre-trip activities (from the point of being selected)

This is YWPS' first attempt at a self-made overseas trip of this magnitude and it was
prudent to manage everyone's expectations before we even got on the plane. This was
predominantly achieved by conducting the following pre-trip activities:

Lunchtime meetings were primarily to give students a real opportunity to develop
their initiative, leadership and team working skills. Here, students realized how difficult
it was to map out the logistics of a trip (The staff had already mapped the itinerary out.)
Activities / Preparation Worksheets helped students to mentally prepare for the real
tasks ahead. They were asked to plan and present a full day's itinerary (to include
travelling arrangements, timing of events etc) as well as research the area we were
staying (i.e. Kensington).

Full group meetings with both parents and students to prepare participants on the
expectations of the trip (students were asked to learn how to cook, wash and clean).
A second meeting sought to outline the approved itinerary to all those involved.

Trial run cooking day by buying ingredients at Tai Po Market, then preparing and
cooking lunch at Erik Cheung's — ex-YWPS/YWC student's — house; post lunch
washing up.

Ongoing organizing, confirming and execution of purchases of approved
activities.

The trip itself!

Due to our constant need to reassess and evaluate the “situation”, the pre-planned itinerary
was always subject to amendments during the trip. Staff held post-dinner/pre-bedtime
meetings each night to assess and map out activities in the days ahead. We found that the
last-minute adjustments to the itinerary only ended up enhancing the trip.

A.
1.

Top 5 activities / venues worth highlighting:

Farnborough Airshow and Duxford IWM — the major focus for the entire trip. All
students and staff lapped up the atmosphere at the Airshow. They were enthralled with
the WWI and WWII warplanes at Duxford.

Cambridge — boys got their first opportunity at experiencing the environment offered
by this town. They enjoyed the Heritage Walking Tour, ate at a local fish and chips shop,
and were even allowed to let off steam by running around on lush green parks.
Emirates Stadium — half the boys in the group are passionate about football and this
venue gave them access to a world-class facility. We added an impromptu visit to
Chelsea's Stamford Bridge Stadium too on the morning we arrived.

Warner Bros. Studio London — before entering the start of the tour, the boys were
told that the creator of the franchise (JK Rowling) was unemployed when she wrote the
book and started to bring the characters to life while at the train station waiting for her
train to depart. Students were given three hours to let their creative and imaginative
juices run wild while at the same time allow them to appreciate the concerted hours
needed to create an entertaining environment for them (i.e. the books and movies).
Tesco Superstore — an unlikely entry into the top 5 list however the boys were beyond
amazed at the sheer size and variety of products available to them under one roof and
that there was an entire carpark dedicated to the one shop!
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B. Activities / venues not worth repeating (according to students):

1. Buckingham Palace. Even the staff who had seen the Changing of the Guard in the
past agreed that this was not as attractive as “advertised”. The proceedings, it seemed,
to have been reduced to the “bare necessities”.

2. Houses of Parliament. Only one of the 10 students enjoyed their time here. While
they were briefed on the importance and proceedings of the UK parliamentary system
(and how it differs to the HK political system), this attraction may be more beneficial to
students in Form 3 or above because they would be more versed in political systems
and how they run.

C. Meals at home

It was necessary to make a lot of changes to the food preparation/post-dining cleaning
procedure. It was assessed that the cooking conditions were not safe for young novice
chefs. The following changes to the arrangements ensued:

1. Mr Lam cooked most meals (originally the boys were supposed to do the cooking);
and
2. Students were rotated as sous chefs / cleaners post meal.

What we found was that the time needed (from food preparation to completion of
cleaning) was considerably shortened. This opened more time for staff to conduct daily
debriefing sessions with students and for them to write their initial reflections on the
activities that day.

D. Meals at restaurants

These group activities would not be possible if we didn't have the generous support of
the following contributors:

1. Mr Patrick Wong Man Kam for his HK$10,000 contribution;
2. Professor Anthony Wu Ting Yuk for hosting a dinner for 18 at Nando's;
3.  MrKY Lo for his contribution for an Lunch/Afternoon Tea

Post-trip Activities

Upon return to Hong Kong, the staff were invited to have dinner with all participating
students' parents at the Regal Airport Hotel's Chinese restaurant.

Students were notified that their UK experience wouldn't stop even after returning to Hong
Kong. The following actions and/or events have, or will, occur over the ensuing
weeks/months:

1. Student to hand in their first draft of their reflections workbook for review. With in-depth
comments from their reviewer, they would evaluate, rethink and rewrite a second draft
of their thoughts of their trip.

2. During the students' 2.5-hour evaluation meeting, convened by Mrs Lam, on the final
evening in the UK, students also were also asked to self-evaluate the following:
® \Which student do you admire the most? Why?
® Recommend three attractions/activities you like and two you don't with

explanation.
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® \What have you learnt about yourself on this trip? Are their any changes you want
to make? Why?

It is expected that the boys will share their experience with their younger “brothers” at

YWPS, junior secondary brothers at YWC, the respective school boards and (possibly

to the PTA)

A collage to be broadcasted on Waz2.

Boys to act as ambassadors of Hong Kong on 24 November at the Asia Pacific

Aviation Convention.
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