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»  Focuses
There has been a clear distinction of teaching and learning focuses between the DSS and
regular groups of students. Such distinction is designed in accordance to the difference of
general English abilities of the two streams of pupils.

The holistic and project-based curriculum for the P.1-2 (DSS stream) has been working very



well. Learners are developed in their reading, writing and research skills. Their
end-of-project presentation was especially impressive.
The consolidation and bridging focused curriculum for the P.3-6 is done satisfactorily. The
relatively larger gap in learners’ differences has been counter-balanced by the small-class
and after-school class polices. On the whole, most of these students are on the right track to
their EMI college lives.

»  Observation Report & Team Performance
Concluding from the lesson observation findings, our English teachers are on the whole
excellent in their command of English, however, there is room to improve in their way of
lesson delivery. It is often observed that teachers spend too much time doing activities with
students without sufficient concrete teaching. The situation has been reported in department
meeting and appropriate suggestions have been offered by the headmistress and the panel.
Regarding team cooperation, on the whole, our staff has been willing to work with one
another, though individuals’ level of devotion varies.

»  Staff Professional Development
In the past year, the English team has visited the Shanghai World Expo with the school for
horizon widening; the team went to Diocesan Boys’ School for observation and sharing; also,
the panel chair joined the DSS Principals’ tour in April to learn from the innovation schools
in England.
Teaching staff at each level hold meetings regularly for professional sharing. Those
designing DSS curriculum are particular active in discussing new teaching trend to cater for
the needs of the new comers who have a high starting point in English learning. The team
also has members doing post-graduate programmes at Master’s and Doctorate levels in the
field of education.

»  Looking Ahead
Looking ahead, with new panel members who are experienced in drama and gifted education
and curriculum design joining next year, and with half of the students being in the DSS
stream, the English curriculum at the junior levels will go towards the gifted trend while that
of the higher levels will go on with a revised and enhanced curriculum focusing on solid
all-rounded learning, individual presentation and reading strategies. As for departmental
publication, the department will go on to publish the FLAME magazine at least twice a year
as a platform for work displays, teacher-student communication, and school promotion. The

8™ issue is expected to be published in December 2010.
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